o e e .
TQ 243825966 P.02-82

26-AUG-2003 @3:22 FROM DB-151@ MCS
Ruling 13: 2003 Dt Qn‘gplc_(}_ o

- Fle

iIRB ¢

INTERNATIIMAL RUGRY ROARD

Huguenot House, 35-38 St. Stephen's Green, Dublin 2, Ireland
Tel: (353 1)2409200 Facsimile: (353 1) 240 9201

Facsimile

To: Secretaries/CEQ’s of Unions and Regional Associations in Membership
From:  Hugh H. Penman-Head of Council and Member Services

Subject: Law Ruling by Designated Members of Laws Committee

Ruling: 13: 2003

Date: 18" August 2003

Number of pages (incl. cover):

The SRU has requested a ruling with regard the tackler, in Law 15.

Under the definition of a tackle, “any opponents of the tackled player who go to

ground are known as tacklers.” Can a tackler stay on his feet?
If the answer to the above is yes, under 15.5 The Tackler it states in (@) that “when a

player tackles an opponent and they both go to graund, the tackler must immediataly

release the tackied player.”
Can a tackler who is on his feet hold on to the tackled player or must he release the

tackled player?

The Designated Members have ruled the following in answer to the questions
raised:

Ruling

By definition, any opponents of the tackled player who go to ground are known as
tacklers. Therefore a player on his feet is not a tackler as defined by Law.

A player on his feet in the situation described is not a tackler as definad by Law. That
player is not part of the tackle, as he has not gone to ground. He can only therefore
be described as an ‘Other Player' in Law 15.7 Other Players. Specifically Law 15.7(c)

T would apply. where that player can only play the ball if he approaches from behind
the ball and from directly behind the tackled player or the tackler closest to those
players' goal-line.
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Hugh H. Penman
Head of Council and Member Services
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